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Inside a $150 million lab scam 
that paid off doctors with 
junkets, cash and strippers 


BLOOD 
MONEYS 


Ted Sherman For The Star-Ledger 


Earlier this year, a New Jersey man who built a 
$150 million business from nothing took the witness 
stand in a government prosecution. 

In three startling days of testimony, he explained 
how his company won business in an already-com- 
petitive industry. 

The bribes included high-end cars and impossi- 
ble-to-get concert tickets. 

The private jets took clients to Super Bowls and 
Caribbean islands. 

And, of course, there were strippers. 

By the end of those three days, David Nicoll had 
described something that sounded like a lost epi- 
sode of “The Sopranos.” But Nicoll wasn’t hauling 
garbage or running a gambling operation. 

He was lining up for the right to test your blood. 

And in the eyes of Nicoll, a former nurse and the 
brains behind Biodiagnostic Laboratory Services, 
there was only one way to do that — pay off physi- 
cians, any way he could. 

“Could you have run a lab without 
bribing doctors?” he was asked. 

“No,” Nicoll replied. 

The brazen case of medical fraud ( 
so far has led to 51 convictions, 
including 38 doctors, and is not done 
yet, 10 months after Nicoll’s testimony 
in a federal courthouse in Newark. 

More than a dozen people await sentenc- 
ing, including Nicoll, in what is believed to be the 
largest number of medical professionals ever prose- 
cuted in a federal bribery case. 

But the inside story of the massive New Jersey 
medical scandal — told here for the first time and 
pieced together from never-before-seen confiden- 
tial records and text messages obtained after attor- 
neys for NJ Advance Media went to court seeking 
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Eyes on 2020, 
Trump touts 
the economy 


In campaign-style speech, he takes 
credit for stock gains, mocks foes 


John Wagner and Josh Dawsey Washington Post 


What has become President Donald Trump’s calcula- 
tion — and great hope — amid the spiraling Russia inves- 
tigation, his historically low poll numbers, troubles abroad, 
uneven legislative progress and the seemingly never-end- 
ing chaos emanating from his White House can be summed 
up in one sentence, he said in Pensacola, Florida on Friday 
night. 

“With us it goes up, and with them it goes down, and 
that’s the end of the election,” the New York real estate 
developer-turned-president said of the stock market, pre- 
dicting his re-election three years in advance. 

Trump showed up in vintage form for 76 minutes Friday 
night, mocking Arnold Schwarzenegger’s “Apprentice” rat- 
ings, joking that Hillary Clinton must have listened to “the 
Russians” when she didn’t visit Michigan or Wisconsin in 
the 2016 election, and torching protesters from the “resis- 
tance” while twirling and holding his arm up, as if to carry 
asign. 

He perpetuated ideas that fuel his supporters’ view of 
the world, such as saying Chicago may be more dangerous 
than Afghanistan and attributing it to “others.” 

“What the hell is happening in Chicago?” Trump asked. 
The president said the legal system was “rotten” when his 
supporters chanted “Lock her up!” about Clinton, without 
explaining how it was so, or who was responsible, or noting 
that he was in charge. 

He said department stores were once again saying 
“Merry Christmas” because of him, not mentioning how 
one would even measure greetings. (“Merry Christmas” 
banners were hung around the arena, and fake snow 
was pumped into the arena upon completion of Trump’s 
remarks.) 

And he returned to the usual selling points: Washing- 
ton is stacked against him even though he is president, the 
media is terrible, the polls are fake, a southern border wall 
needs to be built, ISIS needs to be killed, immigrants need 
to be stopped. 

“We're going to have borders on top of borders,” he said, 
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President Donald Trump speaks during a 76-minute 
address Friday at a rally in Pensacola, Florida, in which he 
took credit for rising stock prices. Nicole Craine, Bloomberg 
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